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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-24 are pending and have been examined. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: "A system, method, and apparatus for receiving 
and distributing content". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 8-9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "...returning said received content to a distributor." It 
is not clear how the received content is returned to a distributor other than the content 
distribution apparatus. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
"Release Notes: RealAudio Player 2.0 for Windows" ("RealAudio"). 

Regarding claim 1, "RealAudio" discloses a content distribution system 
comprising at least one content reception apparatus receiving and reproducing 
distributed content (referred to throughout the reference as "RealAudio Player") and a 
content distribution apparatus distributing said content ("RealAudio Server"), wherein 
said content distribution apparatus distributes a continuation signal for enabling said 
content to be reproduced continuously ("real-time audio delivery on demand"; page 2), 
and said content reception apparatus is unable to reproduce said content while said 
content reception apparatus is unable to receive said continuation signal (page 27, 
"Loss Correction", specifically "...the lost packets are dropped, causing a skip."). 

Regarding claim 2, "RealAudio" discloses a content reception apparatus 
receiving and reproducing content (referred to throughout the reference as "RealAudio 
Player"), wherein said content reception apparatus is unable to reproduce said received 
content while said content reception apparatus is unable to receive a continuation signal 
for enabling said content to be reproduced continuously, (page 27, "Loss Correction", 
specifically "...the lost packets are dropped, causing a skip."). 

Regarding claim 3, "RealAudio" discloses the content reception apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein said received content is reproduced according to 
reproduction procedure information ("14.4 algorithm" or "28.8 algorithm") indicating a 
procedure for reproducing said content, (page 5, "Bandwidth Negotiation", specifically 
"The RealAudio Player will now ask the RealAudio Server for a 14.4 or a 28.8 file...") 
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Regarding claim 4, "RealAudio" discloses the content reception apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein said reproduction procedure information is received 
together with said content, (page 5, "Bandwidth Negotiation", specifically "The 
RealAudio Player will now ask the RealAudio Server for a 14.4 or a 28.8 file...") 

Regarding claim 5, "RealAudio" discloses the content reception apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein said continuation signal can be received within a 
predetermined area ("Internet"), (page 1 , "About the RealAudio Player", paragraph 2 
beginning "The RealAudio Player 2.0 for Windows...") 

Regarding claim 6, "RealAudio" discloses the content reception apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein said content reception apparatus comprises information 
presentation means for receiving and presenting content-specifying information 
specifying respective types of said content, and said content which is designated based 
on said content-specifying information presented by said information presentation 
means is requested and received, (page 5, "Bandwidth Negotiation", specifically "The 
RealAudio Player will now ask the RealAudio Server for a 14.4 or a 28.8 file...") 

Regarding claim 7, "RealAudio" discloses the content reception apparatus 
according to claim 6, wherein, when the number of said contents which can be 
distributed is predetermined for each of said types, said content-specifying information 
is updated based on type of said content received by said content reception apparatus, 
(page 5, "Bandwidth Negotiation", specifically "The RealAudio Player will now ask the 
RealAudio Server for a 14.4 or a 28.8 file, based on the bandwidth designated in your 
preferences") 
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Regarding claim 8, "RealAudio" discloses the content reception apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein said content reception apparatus further comprises 
means for returning said received content to a distributor. 

Regarding claim 9, "RealAudio" discloses the content reception apparatus 
according to claim 8, wherein said content-specifying information is updated based on 
type of said content returned by said content reception apparatus to said distributor. 

Regarding claim 10, "RealAudio" discloses a content distribution apparatus 
("RealAudio Server") comprising: content distribution means for distributing content; and 
continuation signal distribution means for distributing a continuation signal for enabling 
said content to be reproduced continuously by a receiver of said distributed content, 
("real-time audio delivery on demand"; page 2) 

Regarding claim 11, "RealAudio" discloses the content distribution apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein said content distribution apparatus further comprises 
means for managing the number of said distributed contents, (page 5, "Bandwidth 
Negotiation", specifically "The RealAudio Player will now ask the RealAudio Server for a 
14.4 or a 28.8 file...") 

Regarding claim 12, "RealAudio" discloses the content distribution apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein said content distribution apparatus distributes 
reproduction procedure information ("14.4 algorithm" or "28.8 algorithm") indicating a 
procedure for reproducing said content, (page 5, "Bandwidth Negotiation", specifically 
"The RealAudio Player will now ask the RealAudio Server for a 14.4 or a 28.8 file...") 
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Regarding claim 13, "RealAudio" discloses the content distribution apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein said continuation signal is distributed within a 
predetermined area. ("Internet"), (page 1, "About the RealAudio Player", paragraph 2 
beginning "The RealAudio Player 2.0 for Windows...") 

Regarding claim 14, "RealAudio" discloses the content distribution apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein said continuation signal is distributed by means of 
broadcasting, ("real-time audio delivery on demand"; page 2) 

Regarding claim 15, "RealAudio" discloses the content distribution apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein said content is distributed by means of broadcasting, 
("real-time audio delivery on demand"; page 2) 

Regarding claim 16, "RealAudio" discloses the content distribution apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein, when said content distribution apparatus receives an 
acquisition request for acquiring said content: as desired, said content distribution 
apparatus distributes said desired content to a source of said request, (page 1, "About 
the RealAudio Player 2.0", paragraph 2 beginning "The RealAudio Player 2.0 for 
Windows", specifically "Simply click on a RealAudio link... and your RealAudio Player 
will automatically open and play the file you have selected.") 

Regarding claim 17, "RealAudio" discloses a content reception method 
comprising the steps of: receiving content; and reproducing said content received in 
said receiving step ("real-time audio delivery on demand"; page 2), wherein 
reproduction of said received content is impossible in said content reproducing step 
while reception of a continuation signal for enabling said content to be reproduced 
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continuously is impossible, (page 27, "Loss Correction", specifically "...the lost packets 
are dropped, causing a skip.") 

Claims 19 and 21 are rejected since these claims recite a machine-readable 
recording medium and program product that contain substantially the same limitations 
as recited in claim 17. 

Regarding claim 18, "RealAudio" discloses a content distribution method 
comprising the steps of: distributing content; and distributing a continuation signal for 
enabling said content to be reproduced continuously by a receiver of said distributed 
content, ("real-time audio delivery on demand"; page 2) 

Claims 20 and 22 are rejected since these claims recite a machine-readable 
recording medium and program product that contain substantially the same limitations 
as recited in claim 18. 

Regarding claim 23, "RealAudio" discloses a content distribution system 
comprising at least one content reception apparatus receiving and reproducing 
distributed content (referred to throughout the reference as "RealAudio Player") and a 
content distribution apparatus distributing said content ("RealAudio Server"), wherein 
said content distribution apparatus distributes a continuation signal for enabling said 
content to be reproduced continuously ("real-time audio delivery on demand"; page 2), 
and said content reception apparatus can reproduce said content while said content 
reception apparatus can receive said continuation signal, (page 26, "Receive Audio 
Via", specifically "The default behavior for RealAudio is to receive RealAudio data 
packets...") 
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Regarding claim 24, "RealAudio" discloses a content reception apparatus 
receiving and reproducing content (referred to throughout the reference as "RealAudio 
Player", wherein said content reception apparatus can reproduce said received content 
while said content reception apparatus can receive a continuation signal for enabling 
said content to be reproduced continuously, (page 26, "Receive Audio Via", specifically 
"The default behavior for RealAudio is to receive RealAudio data packets...") 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent 5 646 997 A to Barton; 

US Patent 6 055 543 A to Christensen et al; 

US Patent 6 239 793 B1 to Barnert et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George C Neurauter, Jr. whose telephone number is 
703-305-4565. The examiner can normally be reached on Thursday 1-2pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 703-308-5221 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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